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Vazaka: The Preeminence of the Medicai

POETRY

95
Forget, and all the past acquires
its ·mild nostalgic tread. Doors
open and ~lam shut; the draft
slumps ljke a cat from a fence;
And the cowardly cold is driven back
by the heat that hisses unexpectedly.
What ceases to move ceases to be;
and progression is th.e only
Perfection. N ow the , conductor calls
his warning. The train jerks
forward, and our hearts move forward
until our hearts stand still.

THE PREEMINENCE OF THE MEDICAl

In the a~teroom, the chairs conveniently
arranged, solicit comfort for the
uncomfortable patients, who shyly
glance about and question each other's
,.

Nlment. The magazines on the centered
Table offer vicarious holidays, comment
on the n~ws; or cheerfully instruct.
But anatomy is forbidden, and the
Morbid avoided; even the wallpaper and
Upholstery conspIre to make a death
untenable. Yet anxiety mocks the
explicit Colonial detail; and the blood
. Pulses against the shut door where a diagnosis
. will disclose an unpersuaded view of .'
things. One by one the patients disappear
into the inner office, and curiosity
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Subsides like a draft. Examination is
anticipated and the fatal words reviewed,
that somehow will never be uttered until
the words are unheard or ~e hearing
Indifferent. When my turn comes, I find no
continuing assurance, but ~nly the past
to live .uPOn. The clinical cleanliness
of the consulting room reflects the
Future in its penultimate face, like the
shining instruments that frighten and
observe. The doctor listens and
prescribes. But uritil the time when he
Admits that the criminal are ~ick, and the
sick are mostly nervous,each in turn, like
me, will rise and self-consciously depart
with his incurable heart's unequal loneliness.
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